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the 17th century. It is named for a later owner, Jonas Parker, 
who was killed on Lexington Common on April 19, 1775. In the 
early 1980s the Lexington Conservation Commission built a 
pond around a spring there as a habitat for wildlife and to 
protect the watershed. There is a picnic area.

C1  The Cataldo Reservation links the Minuteman 
Bikeway to the Arlington Reservoir.

C2  The Arlington Reservoir, built in 1873, originally 
supplied water to Arlington. The Town of Arlington 
maintains a swimming beach along Lowell Street. 

C3  Infinity Pond is a certified vernal pool—full in the 
spring but dry in the summer. Aquatic animals such as 
fairy shrimp, spotted salamanders, and wood frogs 
thrive there: the pool has no fish that would attack their 
eggs and young. 

C4  Arlington's Great Meadows, a 183-acre parcel of 
land owned by Arlington but located in Lexington, is the 
largest piece of undeveloped land in the two towns. 
Arlington purchased the land in 1871 as a supplemen-
tary water-storage area but used it for that purpose only 
briefly. The Meadows remains a valuable buffer against 
flooding in the downstream area. 
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