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Policy Requiring Notice to Homeowners Prior to Listing Properties on the
Comprehensive Cultural Resources Survey of Lexington

The Lexington Historical Commission (LHC) finds that, in order to fulfill its responsibilities
under Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 40, Section 8D [accepted by the Town of Lexington
on March 25, 1975 pursuant to Article 74 of the Annual Town Meeting Warrant] to “conduct
researches for places of historic or archeological value” in the Town, and at the same time meet
property owners’ concerns at having their homes placed on the Comprehensive Cultural
Resources Survey of Lexington (the Inventory) without notice or the opportunity to be heard in a
public meeting on the matter, it is necessary and desirable to establish procedures to be
implemented prior to final listing on the Inventory. The LHC further finds that such procedures
will (i) provide notice and the opportunity to be heard to property owners, (ii) encourage timely
research on Inventory entries, (iii) meet stated expectations of the Board of Selectmen and (iv)
ensure integrity of the Inventory listing process. The LHC, therefore, hereby adopts the
following policies and procedures:

1. When a property has been identified to the LHC as appropriate for listing on the
Inventory, it will notify the property owner, as such owner appears in the Town
Assessor’s records, not later than 21 days prior to a public hearing on the matter, in hand
or by certified mail, and schedule such public hearing at the earliest possible regularly
scheduled meeting of the LHC. The homeowner will be invited to present such evidence
and testimony, if any, as he or she believes necessary to support or object to the proposed
listing.

2. At such public hearing, the LHC will review all the evidence presented by Commission
members and the property owner. After a discussion of the matter, the LHC will decide,
by majority vote, whether to provisionally list the property on the Inventory and mark it a
priority for further study.

3. For those properties voted by the LHC as priority items on the Inventory, the LHC will
endeavor to timely complete research using a professional consultant familiar with the
methodology and documentation prescribed by the Massachusetts Historical Commission
(MHC). Upon completion of such research and documentation, the LHC will so notify the
homeowner as aforesaid and schedule a public hearing to review the consultant’s findings. The



homeowner will again be invited to present such alternate evidence and testimony, if any, as he
or she believes necessary to support or object to the proposed listing.

4. Following the public hearing, the LHC will decide, by majority vote, to accept or reject
the proposed MHC forms, submit the forms to the MHC for approval and recordation,
and incorporate the form into its public records and the on — line Inventory maintained on
its website.

5. In accordance with the Town’s Demolition Delay Bylaw, Chapter 19, Section 19-2,
Definition of Significant Building, Subsection C, the LHC will notify the owner of the
building and the Building Commissioner, in hand or by certified mail, within 10 days of
such vote.

This policy was adopted by unanimous decision of the LHC at their regularly convened
meeting on March 14, 2013, following a public hearing on the subject matter held on that
date. This policy shall be incorporated into the LHC s permanent records and posted on its
page on the Town of Lexington official website.
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