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Walking is the best possible exercise. Habituate yourself to
walk very far.
∼

Thomas Jefferson, 1785

INTRODUCTION
The rounded hills, broad valleys and ribbons of brooks and
streams that constitute Lexington’s natural landscape have
drawn humans for centuries. Native Americans relied on this
easily traversed terrain for hunting and gathering, and for routing
trails connecting the Shawsheen, Mystic and Charles Rivers.
European settlers cleared the land and established farms. While
modern development covers much of Lexington today, the
natural landscape continues to fuel the overall high quality of life
in Lexington, providing places to nest, explore, and play. The
town’s commitment to conserving land and investing in modern
recreation amenities will help ensure the health and well-being of
generations to come
This chapter identifies and describes Lexington’s natural, open
space and recreation resources, and summarizes past efforts to
protect, promote and expand them. It also identifies issues,
opportunities and challenges surrounding them to be addressed
in the Comprehensive Plan.

Canada Geese congregate near the Old Reservoir in spring.

POTENTIAL SHORT-TERM OR LONG-TERM
IMPACTS OF COVID-19
•

Demand for use of outdoor spaces, including parks, open
space and recreation areas, increased throughout the
country during the pandemic as they provided a reprieve
from the isolation of home. If this trend continues, Lexington
will need to invest in trail maintenance, forest clean up, and
other stewardship measures to preserve and protect their
existing open space and recreation areas.
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SUMMARY OF KEY POINTS
•

Soils across Lexington are largely favorable to building
construction, with over two-thirds of the town
containing sandy, gravelly and/or well-drained soils.

•

Lexington is a “headwaters community,” meaning all but
one of the town’s twenty brooks and streams contribute
to the Shawsheen, Mystic, or Charles River Watersheds

•

•

•

•

•

Lexington has made a strong commitment to
developing, maintaining and expanding its recreation
amenities. The town offers facilities and programs for
baseball, softball, football, soccer, track & field events,
field hockey, ultimate frisbee, tennis, pickleball, skateboarding, basketball, swimming, diving, and golf (nine
holes).

•

The 17-mile Rick Abrams Memorial Trails Network
(ACROSS Lexington) and Minuteman Commuter
Bikeway provide many off-road options for hiking,
walking and biking throughout town.

•

A need exists for stronger land management
regulations to strike a better balance between
environmental protection and development

•

A lack of connection between highly valued open
space and neighborhoods, thought the development
of trails and universal access, limits open space use

•

As Lexington’s demographics shift, the town will need
to stay current with changing recreation needs, so as
to ensure equal access to all residents in the future.

•

Competition for both recreation resources and
infrastructure is high, suggesting a need for expanded
facilities and programming.

The town maintains over 3,200 acres of Wellhead
Protection Areas that safeguard the water supply for
neighboring Burlington.
Agriculture, once the dominant economic activity in
Lexington, is nearly obsolete with less than 43 acres in
farming today.
While the State and Federal governments own some
open space land in Lexington, over 2,000 acres or
approximate 20% are owned by the town. Dunback
Meadow, covering over 150 acres, is the largest townowned open space.
The State and Federal governments also own some
recreation land in Lexington, but the town owns and
manages significantly more. The Center Recreation
Complex and Pine Grove Golf Club are the two largest
recreation sites, together comprising over 140 acres.
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NATURAL RESOURCES 1
GEOLOGY, TOPOGRAPHY AND SOILS
Geology. Lexington’s surficial geology consists of glacial
deposits in the form of moraines, eskers, kames, and glacial
erratics, mixed with bedrock outcroppings. Moraines, deposits of
unsorted rock and soil, underlie the town’s low rolling hills, while
eskers, narrow ridges of well-sorted sand and gravel, appear in
the Great Meadow and beneath Ridge Road. Kames are short
mounds, ridges and hills of poorly sorted sand and gravel. One
such feature stands behind the Adams School. Erratics are
formed by large boulders dropped by the glacier, such as the
large rock at the corner of Wood Street and Hartwell Avenue.
While most bedrock lies below the surface, some outcroppings of
igneous rock are scattered about the town.
Topography. Lexington’s landform consists of rounded hills
interspersed with flat-bottomed valleys. The highest point at 374
feet above sea level is Whipple Hill in the northeast corner of
town and the lowest, Tophet Swamp stands at 100 to 125 feet
above mean sea level. Other high points include Brick, Moon,
Follen, Munroe, Robinson, Loring and Cranberry Hills ranging
from 226 to 355 feet above sea level. Lower valleys, especially
those filled with well-draining glacial deposits, have provided
excellent building sites, and hold several of the town’s schools
including Lexington High School, Diamond Middle School, and
Estabrook Elementary School.

gravelly and/or well-drained soils. The United States Soil
Conservation Service has established the dominant soil series in
Lexington to be the following:
•

Hollis-Essex-Paxton-Scituate (50% of the town) – found
in hills, low ridges, and narrow swampy lowlands,
containing shallow to bedrock soils and deep, very stony,
well-drained soils.

•

Hinckley-Windsor-Au Gres (18% of the town), found on
level and gently undulating plains and low hills,
containing droughty and poorly drained, sandy and
gravely soils.

•

Charlton-Hollis Gloucester (14% of the town),
predominantly found in low hills and narrow intervals in
the northern section of town, consisting of deep, very
stony, well-drained soils.

•

Muck-Freshwater Marsh (1% of the town), consisting of
poorly drained materials.

•

Deerfield-Muck-Au Gres-Hinckley (6% of the town), level
areas, knolls and ridges punctuated with depressions,
consisting of droughty to poorly drained sandy and
gravelly soils mixed with very poorly drained organic soils.

Soils. Soils across Lexington are largely favorable to building
construction, with over two-thirds of the town containing sandy,
1

Information on Natural Resources has been supplied by Lexington’s
2015 Open Space and Recreation Plan.
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WATERSHED & SURFACE WATERS
Lexington lies within three major watersheds, the Shawsheen
River, Mystic River and Charles River, and the three converge on
Eliot Road. Twenty-one sub-watersheds drain to these, principal
among them being:
•
•

•

Tophet Swamp and seven brooks, draining to the
Shawsheen River Watershed
Dunback Meadow/Old Metropolitan State Hospital
Area/parts of Hayden Woods and seven brooks, draining
to the Charles River Watershed
Great and Munroe Meadows and six brooks, draining to
the Mystic River Watershed.

Lexington is considered a “headwaters community,” meaning all
but one of the twenty brooks contributing to the major
watersheds originate within the town boundaries and flow
outward to Arlington, Belmont, Waltham, Lincoln, Bedford,
Burlington and Woburn, eventually discharging into the Atlantic
Ocean. Some contribute to the water supplies in adjacent towns.
The alteration of these brooks over time, through channelization
and impoundment (via culverts), combined with increases in
impervious surfaces (from paving and building construction), has
compromised the water quality, degraded riparian habitat, and
led to flooding.
In addition to the brooks, Lexington contains one pond and a
former reservoir, now used for recreational purposes. Granny
Pond, located atop Merriam Hill, and the Old Reservoir, near
Marrett Road and Spring Street cover approximately two acres
six acres, respectively. The thirty-acre Arlington Reservoir which
lies on the Lexington-Arlington line, belongs to the Town of
Arlington.

WATER SUPPLY AND AQUIFERS
Aquifer recharge areas include the wetlands found in the Upper
and Lower Vine Brooks, Willard’s Woods, and Dunback
Conservation areas. The town holds over 3,200 acres of
Wellhead Protection Areas, found mostly in the Vine Brook subwatershed that protect the recharge areas around public water
supply groundwater sources. These protection areas safeguard
drinking water for the Town of Burlington.
For information about Lexington’s drinking water supply, refer to
the Public Facilities and Services section of this inventory.

FLOOD HAZARD AREAS
One hundred-year floodplain areas border Lexington’s wetlands
and streams, proving temporary storage area when these water
bodies overflow. The largest floodplain areas include the edges
of Upper and Lower Vine, Munroe, and Beaver Brook, Tophet
Swamp, and throughout Katahdin Woods.

WETLANDS
Lexington contains approximately 159 acres of known open
freshwater marshes/ bogs and 750 acres of wooded freshwater
marshes, with more wetland areas yet to be mapped. Some of
the known wetlands stand within open space areas, including
Tophet Swamp, the Great Meadow, Willard’s Woods and
Dunback Meadow and each serves the critical functions of
providing habitat, recharging groundwater, purifying water, and
storing surface runoff.
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AGRICULTURAL LAND AND FOREST
Lexington has acquired and protected the Chiesa, West, Poor,
Cotton, Wright, and Waltham Street Farms and Hennessey field,
all former agricultural acreage, now conservation land. Just 42.43
acres remain in active farming, and 34.80 of these are privately
owned. The town has two community gardens, located at the
Idylwilde and Dunback Meadow conservation areas. The Busa
Farm, acquired by the town in 2009, is leased to Lexington
Community Farm (LexFarm) and maintained as a CSA, with 0.5
acres devoted to affordable housing. Managed forest in
Lexington is limited to a small tree farm within the Lower Vine
Brook Conservation Area collaboratively maintained by the
Department of Public Works and Tree Committee.

VEGETATION
Lexington’s vegetation divides between transition and central
hardwood forest types. Because Lexington was extensively
cleared for settlement and farming, little or no “old growth” forest
remains, and existing forest is largely immature or transitional.
Transitional hardwoods are dominated by white pine and
hemlock, but are mixed with oaks and hickories. Central
hardwoods are dominated by oaks and hickories, with red maple,
chestnut oak, birch, scarlet oak mixing in, as well as some white
pine and hemlock. Lexington also contains open meadows
(maintained by annual mowing), as well as multiple species of
flora, six of which are included on the Massachusetts
Endangered Species Act list of rare species (discussed below).
In addition to the vegetation discussed above, Lexington
contains several unusual features where plants dominate. They
include:

•
•
•
•
•

•

Whipple Hill – 120 acres of oak, pine and hickory forest
with understory
Arlington’s Great Meadow – a portion of which lies in
Lexington, containing and array of wetland plant species
Willard’s Woods – containing a substantial white pine
grove mixed with red pines, oaks and hickories
Dunback Meadow – containing a 100-year-old pine stand
and open meadow
Paint Mine Conservation Area – featuring a deep ravine
filled with hemlocks, yellow birch and American hop
hornbeam
Meagherville Conservation Area – a forested area
dominated by American beech.

WILDLIFE
Lexington contains regional and local wildlife corridors that
provide habitat links for many species, including of mammals,
birds, and reptiles, while its brooks and wetland area attract
amphibians and fish:
Mammals. These include those common to semi-rural areas of
eastern Massachusetts, such as Eastern coyote, red fox, whitetailed deer, beaver, mink, otter, muskrat, ermine, long-tailed
weasel, fisher, racoon, as well as smaller species such as
chipmunk, squirrels, rabbits, and bats.
Birds. The town’s inventory of birds compiled by Citizens for
Lexington Conservation lists 185 species, with 69 species
believed to be breeding in the town. The decrease in wetland
area, as well as conversion of farmland to residential use has
resulted in fewer numbers of breeding species over the last 100
years. Lexington’s Dunback Meadow, situated between Marrett
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Table 1. List of Rare, Threatened and Endangered Species in Lexington,
compiled by the Natural Resources and Endangered Species

The Pied-Billed Grebe is one of fourteen rare, threatened or endangered
species in Lexington.

Road and Waltham Street, is a birding site of statewide
significance.
Reptiles & Amphibians. The town likely provides habitat for
snakes, turtles, toads, frogs, and salamanders, although a
comprehensive inventory of reptiles and amphibians has not
recently been completed for Lexington.
Fish. Fish consist of stocked and naturally occurring species.
The Massachusetts Department of Fisheries and Wildlife
annually stocks the Old Reservoir with trout. Other fish habitats
include Hobbs Book Basin and the North Street sand pits.

Common
Name
Barn Owl

Scientific
Name
Tyto alba

Taxonomic
Group
Bird

Blue-spotted
Salamander
(complex)
Cornelleaved Aster
Eastern Box
Turtle
Intricate Fairy
Shrimp
Leafy White
Orchid
Least Bittern

Ambystoma
laterale pop. 1

Amphibian

Doellingeria
infirma
Terrapene
carolina
Eubranchipus
intricatus
Platanthera
dilatata
Ixobrychus
exilis
Houstonia
longifolia
Mimulus
moschatus
Claytonia
virginica

Vascular
Plant
Reptile

Long-leaved
Bluet
Muskflower
Narrowleaved
Springbeauty
New England
Blazing Star
Northern
Harrier
Pied-billed
Grebe
Wood Turtle

MSA Status
Special
Concern
Special
Concern

Most Recent
Observation
1956
2009

Endangered

1931

Special
Concern
Special
Concern
Threatened

1992

Historic

Endangered

Historic

Vascular
Plant
Vascular
Plant
Vascular
Plant

Endangered

1897

Threatened

1913

Endangered

1998

Liatris novaeangliae

Vascular
Plant

Special
Concern

1902

Circus
hudsonius
Podilymbus
podiceps
Glyptemys
insculpta

Bird

Threatened

1879

Bird

Endangered

1899

Reptile

Special
Concern

1994
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RARE, THREATENED & ENDANGERED SPECIES
The Massachusetts Division of Fisheries and Wildlife’s Natural
Heritage and Endangered Species Program (NHESP) has
identified fourteen species of conservation concern (endangered,
threatened or of special concern), listed in Table XX. The
locations of these species are purposely not described in order to
protect their continued existence.
BIOMAP 2 AREAS
Created by the NHSEP and the Nature Conservancy, BioMap2
combines documentation of rare species and natural
communities with spatial data (mapping), to create a visual chart
of species diversity in the wake of climate change. The map
contains two layers:
•

Core Habitat – specific areas necessary to promote the
long-term persistence of rare species, other species of
conservation concern, exemplary natural communities,
and intact ecosystems.

•

Critical Natural Landscape – intact landscapes that are
better able to support ecological processes and
disturbance regimes, and a wide array of species and
habitats over long time frames.

According to the state biodiversity analysis developed by
NHESP, Lexington has one Core Habitat and one Critical Natural
Landscape, both located at the western edge of town in the
vicinity of Katahdin Woods and Fiske Hill (Minute Man National
Park) and consisting of the following acreage:

•

99 acres of Core Habitat, 55.3% (53 acres) of which is
protected

•

5 acres of Critical Natural Landscape, 75.4% (4 acres) of
which is protected

SCENIC RESOURCES
The 2015 Open Space and Recreation Plan Update identified
several landscapes in Lexington that do not fall into natural
resource categories discussed previously in this inventory
chapter. They include:

The scenic Tower Park, located along Massachusetts Avenue and the
Minuteman Bikeway provides a place for strolling, picnicking, and resting.
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•

Lexington Battle Green, the principal focal point in
Lexington’s heritage tourism efforts, attraction roughly
100,000 visitors each year

•

Community Gardens, located at Idylwilde and Dunback
Meadow, providing gardening space for cultivation by
town residents

•

Belfry Hill, three-acre site near the Battle Green that
features an historic belfry

•

Busa Farm, site of Lexington’s Community Farm and a
CSA program

•

Tower Park, a linear park adjacent to the Minuteman
Bikeway with benches, picnic tables and walking paths

•

Bloody Bluff Fault, located at Fiske Hill, an exposed
portion of bedrock that constitutes this 80-mile long
granite fault

•

Minute Man National Historic Park, encompassing a
small portion of Lexington

•

Whipple Hill, at 374 feet, the highest point in Lexington
and home to several species of plant not found elsewhere
in the town

•

Paint Mine Conservation Area, a hemlock ravine rich in
biological diversity

•

Great Meadow, located entirely within Lexington, a 184acre property and the town’s largest contiguous open
space

•

Lower Vine Brook Conservation Area, a former sand pit
containing a diversity of wetland species

•

Hayden Woods Conservation Area, 78.9 acres containing
a former Native American path leading to the Shawsheen
River

•

Cotton Farm, covered largely by wetland and containing a
town-owned apple orchard

•

Wright Farm, 12.6 acres of historic farm field and forested
wetlands

OPEN SPACE RESOURCES
Lexington contains over 3,400 acres of open space lands, owned
by public (federal, state, municipal) and private entities. The
more prominent among these are described below.

FEDERALY-OWNED OPEN SPACE LANDS
The United States government owns four open space parcels
totaling 248.70 acres. The two largest extend across the
Lexington town line:
Hanscom Air Force Base (147.60 acres in Lexington), located on
Wood Street at the western end of town, used currently as a
research center.
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Minute Man National Historical Park (100.12 acres in Lexington),
located on Route 2A, used for passive recreation and heritage
tourism.
STATE-OWNED OPEN SPACE LANDS
The Commonwealth of Massachusetts, owns seven open space
parcels and a total of 100.09 acres in Lexington. Two of the
parcels, Beaver Brook North (47.50 acres) and Walnut Street
Metropolitan State Hospital (59.40 acres) are managed by the
Department of Conservation and Recreation and are designated
as conservation lands.
TOWN-OWNED OPEN SPACE LANDS
The Town of Lexington owns a total of 2,065.19 acres of open
space, or approximately 19.4% of the total area.2
Parker Meadow (17.66 acres). With access off the Minuteman
Commuter Bikeway, Parker Meadow offers a pleasant mixture of
forest, field, and wetland to its visitors in a relatively small space.
The property features a picturesque pond bordered by open
meadow and woodland. After acquiring this land, the
Conservation Commission constructed this pond to improve
water quality and provide wildlife habitat. Today, the pond
provides a home for many amphibians, reptiles, and waterfowl,
as well as occasional muskrats and beavers. In recent years,
trails have been closed so that they do not completely encircle
the pond, increasing the human-free upland area available to
pond wildlife. Existing bridges over North Lexington Brook have
been extended to allow visitors to cross with minimal impact to
wetlands. Additionally, volunteer efforts have made significant

headway in controlling invasive species in the meadow itself and
along one of the primary paths into Parker Meadow.
Willard’s Woods (96.04 acres). One of the most heavily used
conservation areas in Lexington, Willard’s Woods offers visitors
the opportunity to wander through an old farm that appears
much as it did more than 140 years ago. The property includes an
old apple orchard, an old mill pond, open meadows, and a lovely
white pine grove, as well as two brooks and extensive wetlands.
This is the only conservation area in Lexington that has a large,
dedicated parking lot and picnic area with fireplaces, where
Scout troops have historically held annual camp-outs. The
meadows contain a variety of wildflowers as well as domestic
species that have persisted in the wild, including an occasional
asparagus plant. Fox, raccoons, opossum, deer, eastern coyotes,
and many bird species frequent Willard’s Woods, taking
advantage of the variety in habitat.
Wright Farm (12.6 acres). The 12.6 acres Wright Farm was
purchased by the Lexington Conservation Commission in 2013,
with trail development and land management activities
forthcoming. With sweeping historic farm fields and rich forested
wetlands, Wright Farm provides key open space and habitat
connectivity in the northwest corner of Lexington. The property
adjoins the Burlington Landlocked Forest, a regionally popular
250-acre open space area with a well-developed trail network.
Upper Vine Brook - Cotton Farm (52.88 acres and 0.4 miles of
trails). Most of Upper Vine Brook -Cotton Farm is wetland, but

2

This total reflects land owned by Lexington, and does not include
350.97 acres in Lexington owned by other towns.
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the eastern side of the area is accessible by a trail running from
Highland Avenue to a driveway that exits onto Marrett Road.
Across Marrett Road, a trail connection to Dunback Meadow
picks up and ties into two additional miles of trail. There is a
small picnic area near the pond at the Marrett Road entrance to
Upper Vine Brook – Cotton Farm. An apple orchard sits along the
front of the property on Marrett Road.
Dunback Meadow (159.17 acres). The largest of Lexington’s
conservation areas, Dunback Meadow also serves as one of the
town’s prime bird-watching locations. With a large, wet meadow
dominating the site and an old red and white pine plantation on
the southwestern corner, Dunback Meadow attracts warblers
and grassland birds not found widely otherwise in Lexington,
impressive woodcock displays in the spring, and a variety of owls
and other raptors.
Hayden Woods (101.88 acres). As the second largest
conservation area in Lexington, Hayden Woods encompasses a
significant swath of contiguous forest within the town. In the
past, Hayden Woods was home to farmland, pasture, an orchard,
a woodlot, a dairy, and a rifle range, and it was also the desired
site for what is now the Burlington Mall.
Katahdin Woods (46.30 acres). Sitting just to the west of Route
95, Katahdin Woods is at the center of the West Lexington
Greenway, a semi-contiguous corridor of open space
approximately five miles in length, lying west of Route
128/Interstate 95, and extending from Lincoln Street and the City
of Cambridge Reservoir in the southern part of town northward
to Turning Mill Road at the Burlington line.

Idylwilde Conservation Area. Located between Middle and
Streets, this area is home to the Idylwilde Community Gardens.
The Gardens contains 110 full (20' x 20') and half (20' x 10') plots
with perennial strips, pre-season plowing, perimeter fencing, full
sun, and water service.

PRIVATELY-OWNED CONSERVATION LANDS & LAND
TRUSTS
Several private entities own a total of 639.83 acres of open space
in Lexington. These include golf courses, private recreation
facilities, and commercial operations and many others. Of this
land, 268.53 acres are conservation-restricted and used for
natural resource habitat.

RECREATION RESOURCES

FEDERALY-OWNED RECREATION LANDS
Minute Man National Historical Park. As noted under Open
Space Resources (above), the Minute Man National Historical
Park consists of 970 acres in the towns of Lexington, Concord
and Lincoln, with 100.19 acres in the west part of Lexington. The
property celebrates the opening battle of the American
Revolution, and features the Battle Road Trail, a five-mile route
followed by the Minute Men, connecting Meriam’s Corner
(Concord) to the eastern boundary of the park Lexington. The
trail weaves through forests and meadows and passes wetlands
and many historic and scenic spots.
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STATE-OWNED RECREATION LANDS
Jack Eddison/Minuteman Commuter Bikeway. Built by the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts in 1992-1993 and maintained
collectively by the towns of Bedford, Lexington, Arlington and
Cambridge, this bikeway is 10.1 miles long, with 5.5 miles routing
through Lexington. The bikeway begins in Cambridge (at the
Arlington border near the Alewife MBTA Station), passes through
Arlington and Lexington, and ends in Bedford at the Bedford
Depot, traveling through commercial, industrial, and residential
areas and open spaces. In addition to being a popular commuter
route, the bikeway is a linear park that connects significant
historical sites and attractions as well as many conservation
areas and park lands in Arlington, Lexington, and Bedford.
TOWN-OWNED RECREATION LANDS
Center Recreation Complex (56.46 acres). The facility consists of
two senior baseball fields (one field is lighted), one lighted
softball field, one Little League baseball field, a football stadium,
one multi-purpose field (used for soccer, field events during track
and field meets, field hockey, and ultimate frisbee), a track, the
Gallagher Tennis Courts (four of the ten courts are lighted, which
are used for tennis and pickleball), three tennis practice boards, a
playground, a skate park, the Irving H. Mabee Town Pool
Complex, two lighted basketball courts, and a restroom facility.
Clark Middle School (20 acres). The athletic facilities at the
Clarke Middle School include one senior baseball field, one
softball field, one full-size multi-purpose field (used for soccer,
ultimate frisbee, and cricket), one 3⁄4-size multi-purpose field
(used for field hockey, lacrosse, and ultimate frisbee), and three
tennis courts/ six pickleball courts.

The Irving H. Mabee Town Pool Complex is part of the 50.46-acre Center
Recreation Complex, operated by the Lexington Recreation and
Community Programs Department.

Lexington Community Center (9.94 acres). Open to the public in
July of 2015, the Lexington Community Center serves as the
home of the Human Services Department and the Department of
Recreation and Community Programs. The building is open 6
days a week and offers 1,300 programs annually to its 11,465
members. An estimated 24,000 room reservations were made in
2019, with 445,300 visitors. The Center offers a wide range of
programs that focus around S.T.E.A.M. (science, technology,
engineering, arts, and math), health and wellness (physical,
mental, and emotional health), inclusive and adaptive
(therapeutic programs), as well as “E-Sports” gaming
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tournaments, drone activities, and “events after dark” activities
that allow residents to participate in social events while staying
at home.
Lexington Reservoir/“Old Res” (9.44 acres). This town-owned
pond is administered by the Department of Recreation and
Community Programs and is maintained by the Public Works
Department, with funding from the Recreation and Community
Programs Enterprise Fund. The Recreation Division of the
Department of Recreation and Community Programs staffs the
facility from early June through mid- August. Amenities include a
bathhouse with men’s and women’s bathrooms, showers, and
first aid facilities. One section of the Old Res is roped off for
swimming purposes. This area is divided into two swimming
areas, a roped area for younger children located directly off the
beach, and another past the first rope for more proficient
swimmers who can swim in deeper water. The water quality is
tested in the swimming areas every week during the summer
season to ensure safe swimming.
Pine Meadows Golf Club (87.88 acres). Pine Meadows is owned
by the Town of Lexington and managed by the New England Golf
Corporation. It is a 9-hole municipal course that is open to the
public, drawings as many as 35,000 golfers from the greater
Boston area each year. All revenues are included in the
Recreation and Community Programs Enterprise Fund, where
they are available for capital improvements and maintenance of
the town’s recreational infrastructure after compensating the golf
course management company. Golf carts are available upon
request and a clubhouse is on site. The clubhouse features men’s
and women’s restrooms, a small “lounge,” and a concession
stand which sells snacks, golf balls, and other golf necessities.
Lexington residents frequently use this course during its

The Pine Meadows Golf Club is owned by the Town of Lexington and
managed by the New England Golf Club.

functioning season from late March to early December. The
Lexington High School golf team uses the course for practices
and the Minuteman Technical High School golf team uses the
course for practices and matches. The course is also used for
cross-country skiing and snowshoeing in the winter.
Lincoln Park (39.80 acres). Lincoln Park consists of three multipurpose synthetic turf fields, one Little League baseball field, one
softball field, a playground, open space, and the Teresa and
Roberta Lee Fitness and Nature Path. A portion of the town’s 8.8
miles of bike path passes through Lincoln Park, connecting the
High School on Worthen Road to Bridge School on Middleby
Road. Lexington High School, the Department of Recreation and
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Community Programs, Lexington residents, and many other
organized programs throughout the town frequently use Lincoln
Park.
Paint Mine Hennessey Field (45.49 acres). Paint Mine is most
famous in Lexington for its namesake feature, a natural ochre
deposit that historically provided pigment for paint. This mine
was tapped twice by entrepreneurs attempting to make a profit
on the ochre, once in 1860’s and again in the 1880’s. Today, the
old ochre mine is still visible on the property. Other prominent
features of this landscape include the open area beneath the
NSTAR power lines and a series of small ponds that were built
during the 1930’s to trap muskrats. After their abandonment in
the 1950’s, these ponds have slowly been reverting to the boglike conditions that likely existed prior to the pond construction.
In 1999, a 10- acre meadow adjacent to Paint Mine, called
Hennessy’s Field, was transferred to conservation status and is
now considered part of the Paint Mine conservation area. Paint
Mine is frequently used by students in the adjacent Estabrook
Elementary School as part of the Big Backyard nature education
program. The Simond’s Brook conservation area lies just across
Grove Street from the Paint Mine area, extending the trail system.

PRIVATELY-OWNED RECREATION LANDS AND
FACILITIES
J. W. Hayden Recreation Center. The Josiah Willard Hayden
Recreation Centre is a privately endowed, non-profit, corporation.
Established in 1937, the purpose of the corporation is “to
establish a place of meeting of the youth of Lexington for their
moral, mental, and social improvement and development and in
general to do all things which may promote directly or indirectly

The Rick Abrams Memorial Trail Network consists of over 17 miles of trails
with multiple entry points including this connection at Hartwell Avenue.

their intellectual, social, and physical welfare.” Located at the
corner of Lincoln Street and Worthen Road, the Centre houses a
swimming pool, gymnasium, weight room, dance studio,
gymnastics studio, pottery studio, art studio, is home to the
Josiah Hayden Pre-School, the Hayden After-School
program, and the Hayden Summer Camp programs. The John P.
Chase Ice Facility is an indoor, full-size ice surface which offers
Learn to Skate USA classes for ages 4 and up, hockey clinics,
introduction to synchronized skating, general skate times, U.S.
Figure Skating test sessions, and is home to the Hayden
Recreation Centre Figure Skating Club. Approximately 400
children are members of the Hayden Figure Skating Club. Both
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facilities also offer adult programs including, skate lessons and
open skate options, lap swimming, water exercise classes, and
access to our weight room and gymnasium.
The Hayden Recreation Centre facility was officially dedicated on
January 24, 1958, followed by the construction of the John P.
Chase Ice Facility in 1965. Throughout the years, both facilities
have experienced multiple renovations and the programs and
activities offered have evolved to meet the needs of the
Lexington Community. Although there have been many changes
in its 60-year history, the Centre’s goal of providing a positive
experience to the youth of Lexington has remained the same.
TRAILS
ACROSS Lexington/Rick Abrams Memorial Trails Network (17
Miles of Trails in Lexington). The “ACROSS” acronym stands for
Accessing Conservation Land, Recreation areas, Open space
School, and Streets and consists of over 17 miles of trails.
ACROSS Lexington is also known as the Rick Abrams Memorial
Trails Network. The route system intends to provide the public
with more access to open space by connecting that open space
to existing roads. Residents and visitors will gain enjoyment and
fitness as they travel around town without a car. In the next few
years the Greenways Corridor Committee plans to create new
routes that link Hayden Woods to Dunback Meadow and link
Wright Farm to Burlington's Landlocked Forest/Paint Mine and
Simonds Brook.
Jack Eddison/Minuteman Bikeway (5.50 miles of trails in
Lexington). Refer to description under State-Owned Recreation
Lands, above.

PAST EFFORTS TO PLAN FOR AND PRESERVE
NATURAL RESOURCES, OPEN SPACE AND
RECREATION RESOURCES
Community Preservation Act (CPA). This statute, signed into law
by the Governor of Massachusetts in 2000, permits
municipalities across the Commonwealth to place a surcharge
on local real estate tax to fund eligible and worthy projects in
areas of community housing, historic resources, open space and
recreation. Lexington residents voted to adopt the CPA in 2006
with the maximum surcharge allowed, 3%. Local funds are then
matched by the state with revenues derived from registry fees.
This has enabled the town to support $82,960,977 in all project
areas, with $18,756,266, or 22.6%, devoted to open space and
recreation. Implementation of the act is overseen by the ninemember Community Preservation Committee, described later in
this chapter.
In 2020, the town wrote Town of Lexington 2016 Community
Preservation Plan: A Needs Assessment to help guide the CPC’s
decision-making process. It identified the following open space
and recreation-related recommendations:
•

Monitor the status of parcels on its Land Acquisition
Planning Report in order to move quickly when parcels
become available;

•

Conduct and implement land management plans to
preserve and protect ecological resources and provide
universal access to town-owned open spaces;

•

Acquire and develop additional athletic fields to meet
increasing community need;
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•

•

Acquire and develop new recreation resources with
special attention to universal access and adult/senior and
toddler needs;

•

Creation of the Conservation Meadow Preservation
Program in 2015

•

Upgrade of the Lower Vine Brook Recreational Path in
2017

•

Universally Accessible Upgrades at Cotton Farm and
Parker Meadow

•

Recreational Trails Program Grant for improvements at
Whipple Hill and Hayden Woods in 2014 & 2018

•

Ecological Land management planning at Willard’s
Woods

•

Installation of new playground at Marvin Park

•

Replacement of three synthetic turf fields at Lincoln Park

•

Renovations at the Town Pool Complex

Increase recreational use of open spaces, where
appropriate;

•

Preserve, protect and improve the town’s recreational
infrastructure;

•

Extend the life of existing recreational facilities through
preservation, rehabilitation and restoration efforts.

2015 Open Space and Recreation Plan. An Open Space and
Recreation Plan was published in 2015 as a 7-year action plan for
managing and improving open space and recreation resources,
infrastructure, and programming. The town recently allocated
funding to update the plan in 2022 when the 7-year action plan
has expired. Since the plan was last updated, many projects have
been completed or are still ongoing. They include:
•

Opening of the Lexington Community Center in 2015

•

Athletic lighting replacement and upgrades

•

2017 ADA Compliance Study

•

•

Annual Improvements to Pine Meadows Golf Club

Recent Land Acquisitions through Community
Preservation Act; Wright Farm, Cotton Farm, Leary
Property (Lower Vine Brook), Goodwin Parcels,
Sherburne Road S. (Upper Vine Brook) and Kendall Road

•

Addition of a Certified Therapeutic Recreation Specialist
in 2019

•

2017 Recreation Facilities and ADA Compliance study

•

2014-2016 Strategic Plan

•

Enhanced online presence through PlayLocal, social
media etc.
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2014-2016 Recreation Strategic Plan. The Town of Lexington
Recreation Department chose to initiate its very first strategic
planning process in February 2013 with the intention of ensuring
organizational improvement and effectiveness. The plan
identified four priorities for the department, (1) community
engagement and outreach; (2) financial stability and resilience;
(3) recreation infrastructure preservation, protection and
improvement; and (4) responsiveness to customer needs and
expectations.
2017 Recreation ADA Compliance Study. A total of 21 parks and
recreation facilities were studied to determine their level of
compliance with the American Disabilities Act Standards and 521
CMR.3 The study included a community survey, evaluating the
Recreation 5-Year Capital Plan, and data collection at each site
included a site walk with visual analysis, photo documentation,
field measurements, and the measurement of slopes on the
ground using a 4 foot long digital "smart level." Each site study
also looked at the availability and condition of accessible parking
and access between site elements. Through this study, the
Commission on Disability was able to identify the Old Reservoir,
Pine Meadows Clubhouse, and all neighborhood parks and
playgrounds as the top three priorities for increasing ADA
standards and becoming ADA compliant.
2020 LexRec Needs Assessment. Completed by Recreation and
Community Programming Department in October of 2020, this
assessment created a shared vision for parks, recreation
programs and facilities for the next 5-10 years. The process

brought together the community, town leadership, and
stakeholders through variety of focus groups and a public
meeting and completed survey to predict trends and patterns
and how to address unmet needs. The assessment report is a
road map to ensuring long-term success and financial stability
for the town’s parks, recreation programs, and facilities.
Recommendations call for expanded programming, enlarged
and/or renovated facilities and maintenance to accommodate
this programming, as well as strategies for marketing and
financing programs, facilities and maintenance.

TOWN DEPARTMENTS, COMMITTEES, AND OTHER
EXISTING NATURAL RESOURCE, OPEN SPACE AND
RECREATION ORGANIZATIONS

TOWN DEPARTMENTS
Lexington’s Recreation and Community Programs Department
manages and permits town recreation facilities, including parks,
playgrounds and fields, as well as the aquatic and Community
Center. Department staff design and run an array of recreation
programs at these, all of which are maintained by the
Department of Public Works. For more detailed information
about these town departments, refer to the Public Facilities and
Services chapter of this inventory.

3

521 CMR is the Massachusetts version of the ADA law and "is
designed to make public buildings and facilities accessible to,
functional for, and safe for use by persons with disabilities”.
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TOWN COMMITTEES & COMMISSIONS
Lexington Conservation Commission. As a seven (7) member
board who is appointed by the Town Manager with the Select
Board’s approval, the Conservation Commission is responsible
for reviewing and permitting all work (construction, cutting,
grading, or new landscaping, etc.) in or near wetlands, ponds,
and rivers in Lexington under Massachusetts Wetlands
Protection Act (310 CMR 10) and its implementing Regulations,
as well as the local wetlands ordinance. Additionally, through the
efforts of the Land Acquisition Subcommittee, the Conservation
Commission is involved in the acquisition and management of
open space for passive recreation purposes.
Conservation Stewards. The Lexington Conservation Stewards is
a group of over 230 volunteers who work closely with the
Conservation Division and is over seen by the Conservation
Coordinator to care for the town's conservation land. The
Conservation Coordinator continually improves the quality of
Lexington's conservation land through efforts such as building
bridges and trails, controlling invasive species, cleaning up
waterways, and hosting conservation events. A volunteer board,
called the Steward Directors, oversees stewardship projects and
reports to the Conservation Commission.
Recreation Committee. The Recreation Committee is responsible
for the planning and administration of public playgrounds and
recreational centers in the town. It is charged with administering,
expanding, and promoting recreation, leisure activities, play,
sports and physical education. The Recreation Committee
consists of five (5) members who are appointed by the Town
Manager, with the Select Board’s approval.

Lincoln Park Subcommittee (Recreation Committee). Lincoln
Park is a 39.8 acre comprehensive, recreational facility
comprised of athletic fields, walking/jogging paths, fitness
stations, tot lot, meadows, a sensory garden and open space. The
Lincoln Park Sub-Committee is a sub-committee of the
Recreation Committee and is responsible for the oversight and
advocacy of the facilities at Lincoln Park, encompassing passive
and active recreation. The Lincoln Park Sub-Committee consists
of seven (7) members who are appointed by the Recreation
Committee.
Tree Committee. The Lexington Tree Committee is dedicated to
the protection, planting, and continued care of Lexington's trees
and the enhancement of green spaces. The Tree Committee has
duties and responsibilities relative to the town Tree By-law. The
Committee develops rules, regulations, tree inventory, manuals
and other data, in conjunction with the Tree Warden. The
Committee also permits the removal of certain trees on private
property upon appeal by an applicant, and educates the public to
promote the purposes and intent of the Tree By-law. Lastly, the
Tree Committee works to find grants or other assistance for the
preservation and maintenance of trees. The Tree Committee
consists of five (5) members who are appointed by the Select
Board.
Sustainable Lexington Committee. Sustainable Lexington is a
town committee appointed by the Select Board to enhance
Lexington's long-term sustainability and resilience in response to
environmental resource and energy challenges. Work includes
recommending sustainability goals, priorities for implementation,
and implementing programs, monitoring and measuring
effectiveness of sustainability programs undertaken by the town,
and educating and raising awareness among Lexington residents
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regarding Lexington’s sustainability and resilience. The
Sustainable Lexington Committee consists of nine (9) members
who are appointed by the Select Board.

town by conducting guided open space walks, publishing a
newsletter, maintaining a website of information, working to
eradicate invasive species, and more.

Community Preservation Committee (CPC). Tasked with
implementing Lexington’s Community Preservation Act program,
this nine-member committee consists of three Select Board
appointees; one Conservation Commission appointee; one
Planning Board appointee; one Recreation Committee appointee;
one Historical Commission appointee; one Housing Authority
appointee; and one Housing Partnership appointee. Guided by
the Town of Lexington 2020 Community Preservation Plan: A
Needs Assessment, the CPC reviews applications and
recommends funding for approval by Town Meeting.

LexFarm. Lexington Community Farm Coalition (“LexFarm”) is a
non-profit certified organic farm located on Lowell Street
adjacent to the Arlington Reservoir. The organization formed
around the purchase, by the town, of the 7.9-acre Busa Farm to
be used for recreation (soccer) and affordable housing. In 2012,
the Board of Selectmen opted to reserve the majority of the land
for farming and retain 0.5 acre for housing. Two years later,
LexFarm, in cooperation with Community Farms Outreach,
secured a ten-year lease on the property, and today operates a
CSA farm and farm stand, offers hand-on educational
workshops. Ten percent of food grown on the farm is donated to
food-insecure community members.

Greenways Corridor Committee (AKA ACROSS Lexington). The
Greenways Corridor Committee identifies, actively plans and
recommends the establishment of pedestrian, bicycle and other
greenways corridors linking town conservation, recreation and
other open spaces. It also creates links to regional trail systems
and other open space in neighboring communities. The
Greenways Corridor Committee consists of seven to nine (7-9)
members who are appointed by the Select Board.

OTHER NATURAL RESOURCE, OPEN SPACE, AND
RECREATION ORGANIZATIONS
Citizens for Lexington Conservation. Founded in 1967, Citizens
for Lexington Conservation advocates for land conservation in
the town, helping to protect over 1,000 acres since its inception.
As a non-profit organization, provides a forum for public dialogue
about conservation-related issues, and supports the work of the

Athletic Leagues and Clubs. Lexington is home to many
organizations that sponsor athletic activities for residents of all
ages, abilities, and interests. They include the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Battle Green Tennis League
Boston Ultimate Disc Alliance
Coed Softball League
Lexington Babe Ruth Baseball
Lexington-Bedford Youth Hockey
Lexington Blue Sox
Lexington Little League
Lexington United Soccer Club
LexFUN
LBH Pop Warner Football
Lexington United Soccer Club
Lexington Youth Basketball
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•
•
•

Lexington Youth Lacrosse
Men's Senior Softball
Moms on the Mound Softball League

2003 COMPREHENSIVE PLAN IMPLEMENTATION
•

Lexington Town Meeting enabled Neighborhood
Conservation Districts in 2016. As a result, two such districts,
Turning Mill and Pierce-Lockwood, were established in 2018.

•

$18,756,266 awarded through Lexington’s Community
Preservation Act provided funding for open space protection
and expanded recreation facilities.

ISSUES, CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES
•

Opportunity exists balance environmental protection and
development by adopting stronger environmental regulations
developed through ecological land management planning.

•

The town relies heavily on volunteers to oversee stewardship
of its conservation land.

•

Opportunity exists to address climate change mitigation
through future conservation projects by engaging the
community in these projects.

•

Opportunity exists to partner with LexHab and private
developers to invent creative land protection projects.

•

Opportunity exists to acquire highly valued open space and
connect this space with neighborhoods through the
development of trails, and to create universal access to these
spaces.

•

The rapidly changing demographics in Lexington, particularly
in the youth and 60+ populations, require ongoing reevaluation of recreation programs in order for the town to
stay current and provide opportunities that benefit all
residents. Opportunity exists for joint programming between
town organizations.

•

Access to school recreation facilities is limited, with no
access during school days. Much programming provided by
the Recreation and Community Programs Department on
school grounds takes place on nights and weekends.

•

Competition for both recreation resources and infrastructure
is high, particularly in regard to athletic fields, tennis and
pickleball courts, and gymnasia. Public restrooms at these
facilities are limited. Funding and staffing level limits place
additional constraints on limited resources. Opportunity
exists to expand facilities and programming through
acquisitions and/or construction of new facilities.

•

Opportunity exists to collaborate on community garden
registration.

•

Lexington does not maintain a dog park and dog-owners
frequent town conservation lands, such as Willard’s Woods to
exercise their pets. The town’s leash law is not enforced on
these lands. Opportunity exists to create a dog park where
owners can freely and safely exercise their pets.
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LIST OF RESOURCES
Lexington Open Space and Recreation Plan Update, 2015
Recreation Strategic Plan, 2014-2016
Recreation ADA Compliance Study, 2017
2020 LexRec Needs Assessment
Town of Lexington Community Interest and Opinion Survey, 2020
Town of Lexington 2020 Community Preservation Plan: A Needs Assessment
Town of Lexington website: www.lexingtonma.gov
INTERVIEWS
Cindy Arens, Sustainable Lexington
Melissa Battite, Lexington Youth Commission and Recreation Committee
Amber Carr, Lexington Conservation Commission, Conservation Stewards
Stella Carr, Sustainable Lexington
Philip Hamilton, Lexington Conservation Commission
Karen Mullins, Lexington Conservation Commission, Conservation Stewards
Keith Ohm, Greenways Corridor Committee (AKA ACROSS Lexington)
Gerald Paul, Lexington Tree Committee
Susan Schiffer, LexFarm
Dan Voss, Sustainable Lexington Committee
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