LEXINGTON COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE INVENTORY:
HISTORIC AND CULTURAL RESOURCES
This chapter identifies and describes Lexington’s many historic
and cultural resources and past efforts to preserve, promote and
enhance them. Historic and cultural resources include both
physical resources [landscape features, landscapes, and
archaeological sites (both historic and pre-historic)], as well as
non-physical resources (organizations, clubs, programs, events,
and traditions), both of which contribute to the quality of life in
the town. The chapter includes:
•

A brief history of Lexington and an overview of the town’s
extant historic resources;

•

A synopsis of past efforts to preserve historic and cultural
resources; and

•

A description of the many historic and cultural organizations
based in Lexington.

POTENTIAL SHORT-TERM OR LONG-TERM
IMPACTS OF COVID-19
•

The stay-at-home restrictions posed by COVID-19 may
result in stronger connections between Lexington
residents and the town, including its historic and cultural
resources.

•

The desire on the part of property owners to enlarge their
homes or demolish and build new homes may increase,
due to the stay-at-home restrictions imposed during
COVID-19 and future stay-at-home orders. Lexington’s
existing preservation tools, including Demolition Delay
and Local Historic District review may not be adequate to
prevent loss of historic buildings or alteration of
neighborhood character.

•

Capacity limits posed on arts and cultural organizations
during the pandemic may have long-term financial
impacts on historic and cultural organizations.

•

Increased use of historic landscapes due to limits on
indoor gathering may require additional funds for
maintenance and/or renovation.

LEXINGTON’S HISTORY AND EXTANT HISTORIC
RESOURCES
The following summary is organized around the historical periods
A commemorative stone, embedded in a stone wall along Grant Street,
marks the onset of the American Revolutionary War, begun at Lexington
in 1775.

established by the National Park Service for the National
Register of Historic Places.
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SUMMARY OF KEY POINTS
Lexington’s human history dates to well before the 1600s, and its
extant historic resources span over three hundred years, ranging
from Revolutionary War period landscapes to mid 20th century
modern homes.
Lexington’s longstanding commitment to preserving these resources
began in 1956 when it established its first Local Historic District
centered on the Battle Green. Since then, three other districts have
been added, arranged contiguously along Massachusetts Avenue.
Three National Historic Landmarks have been designated in
Lexington.
The Lexington Historical Commission’s Comprehensive Cultural
Resources Inventory includes over 2,000 entries, and is regularly
updated, with the most recent additions made in 2000. While not
part of the assessor’s database, inventoried properties are indicated
on the town’s GIS map.
The town has adopted several regulations and bylaws to help
protect its historic and cultural resources yet historic homes are still
being lost through the process of tearing down and rebuilding.
Lexington adopted the Community Preservation Act in 2006, and
through this program has supported $33,812,301 in historic
preservation efforts through 94 projects, approximately 40.8% of the
overall CPA budget.
Lexington’s cultural traditions, including the annual Patriots’ Day
reenactment and Diwali festival, draw visitors from Lexington and
beyond. All contribute to the local economy and quality of life.

The Buckman Tavern, dating to 1710, is one of the oldest extant buildings
in Lexington.

CONTACT AND FIRST PERIODS (BEFORE 1675)
Located on an intermediate highland between the Mystic,
Concord and Charles rivers the 16.5 square mile area that would
become Lexington served before 1675 as an upland buffer area
between Native Massachusett settlements along the Arlington
and Mystic Rivers, as well as the Concord and Shawsheen
Rivers. While no settlements are known to have existed in
Lexington, the area likely served as an upland hunting and
gathering area, and habitat for fur-bearing animals and may have

Historic & Cultural Resources - 2

LEXINGTON COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE INVENTORY:
HISTORIC AND CULTURAL RESOURCES
held campsites. Several Native trails routed through the area,
connecting the Charles, Mystic, Shawsheen and Concord
drainage channels with a main route following the alignment of
today’s Massachusetts Avenue, connecting Cambridge and
Concord.
The first Europeans came to the area from the west part of
Cambridge (today’s Arlington) and established grazing lands,
and cultivated farms. By the mid-1600s, several large farms
stood along Vine Brook including the Steadman, Bridge, and
Stone farms in the southwest and Harlarkeden-Pelham farm (est.
1636) in the town center. In 1650, Edward Winship established
the first gristmill on Mill Brook in the east. No intact historic
resources are known to exist from the First Period.

House (1295 Massachusetts Avenue, ca. 1716), Munroe, Marrett
and Nathan House (1906 Massachusetts Avenue, ca. 1729), Dr.
Robert Fiske House (63 Hancock Street, ca. 1732), and HancockClarke House (36 Hancock Street, 1737).
Three of Lexington’s oldest historic landscapes date from the
Colonial Period, each associated with the 1775 Revolutionary War
Battle of Lexington. The Old Burial Ground on Harrington Road,
established in 1690, contains the graves of several veterans and
one British soldier. The Lexington Common, also known as the
Battle Green and “Birthplace of American Liberty,” was the site of
the April 19, 1775 initial skirmish with the British, where 80
colonists faced off against 800 British soldiers. Remnants of the
trail used by soldiers during the battle are found around Fiske
Hill.

COLONIAL PERIOD (1675-1775)
In 1691, the parish at Cambridge Farms (Lexington) was set off
from Cambridge. Within a year, residents had built a meeting
house in the center, and by 1713, the parish had incorporated as
the Town of Lexington. Roadways, including Lincoln, Adams,
Grove, Hancock, Woburn and Waltham Streets were gradually
added, radiating out from the center. Agriculture, grazing and
some lumbering continued to dominate the economy, with
abundant peat bogs and oak forests supporting these operations.
During the Colonial Period, Lexington’s population grew from
less than a dozen families to 700 by the 1730s.

FEDERAL PERIOD (1776-1830)

Lexington retains several resources dating to the Colonial Period.
Commercial structures include the Munroe Tavern (1332
Massachusetts Avenue, 1735) and Buckman Tavern (1 Bedford
Street, ca. 1710) and residences include the Stephen Robbins

The Federal style of architecture emerged during this period and
became the dominant form in Lexington, with many homes built
in the two-story, 5-bay x 1-bay, center hall, twin interior chimney

Lexington’s population continued to increase during the late 18th
and early 19th centuries, reaching 1,543 by 1830. While the center
remained the civic and commercial hub, a new village emerged
in the east part of town revolving around mill operations,
particularly the dressing of furs and fabrication of capes, boas,
fur-lined overshoes and other accessories. In 1786, the
completion of a bridge over the Charles River provided a more
efficient route to Boston markets, fostering growth of a dairy
industry in Lexington.
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The layout of the Munroe Cemetery, establish in 1831, reflects the Rural
style, a form popularized in the United States during the Early Industrial
Period.

style. Many of these structures remain in Lexington, including
the Benjamin and Peter Wellington House (177 Concord Avenue,
ca. 1802) and the Locke-Dupree-Frizelle House (517
Massachusetts Avenue, ca. 1830). The Robbins Cemetery,
established in 1790 on Massachusetts Avenue also dates to this
period.

The Revolutionary Monument, erected in 1799 on the Battle Green, is
the oldest surviving war monument in America.

EARLY INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1830-1870)
The arrival of the railroad in 1845-1846 bolstered Lexington’s
economy, resulting in increased dairy and furrier operations, as
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well as clock-making. Peat, extracted from local bogs, gave rise
to home heating and cooking fuel industry, led by the American
Peat Company. This expansion of commercial operations
resulted in a nearly continuous street village along
Massachusetts Avenue between the town center and East
Lexington. The population nearly doubled between 1830 and
1855.
Architecture from this period reflected the Federal (described
above), Greek Revival, Italianate, Gothic Revival, Second Empire
(mansard roof) and Octagon style. Lexington’s retains many
examples of each style including the Oliver Kendall House (26
Hancock Street, ca. 1840, Greek Revival), General Samuel
Chandler House (8 Goodwin Road, 1846, Italianate), the Ambrose
Cushing-Sebastian Kramer House (186 Bedford Street, 1874,
Gothic Revival), and the Hammon Reed House (87 Waltham
Street, 1870-75, Second Empire). Institutional buildings include
the Stone Building (1833, Greek Revival), 1st Parish Church (1847,
Greek Revival), First Lexington Town Hall1 (1847, Greek Revival),
and Follen Community Church (1840, Octagon). The Munroe
Cemetery, opened in 1831, reflects the Rural style of cemetery
design, popularized in America during the Early Industrial Period.
In 1835, the Revolutionary Monument, the oldest surviving war
monument in America, was erected on the Battle Green at the
site of Lexington’s first schoolhouse. It contains the remains of
colonists killed in the Battle of Lexington.

The Munroe School, built in 1904, exemplifies design of institutional
buildings during the Late Industrial Period.

The extension of the railroad and arrival of the street railway
(1900) marked the beginning of Lexington’s transformation from
an agricultural/industrial center to a residential suburb. By the
first decade of 1900, the population topped 5,000 with nearly a
quarter of the population foreign born, immigrating from Ireland,
Nova Scotia (Canada) and England. East Lexington declined as
an industrial village and the town center reemerged as the
economic and civic center.

LATE INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1870-1915)
Residential architecture, constructed largely after 1900 during
rapid suburbanization, reflected the Stick, Queen Anne,
1

The first town was moved to Vine Street and converted to a residence.
Historic & Cultural Resources - 5

LEXINGTON COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE INVENTORY:
HISTORIC AND CULTURAL RESOURCES

Westview Cemetery, located in the northwest corner of Lexington and
opened in 1921, was designed in the modern Memorial Park style. All
markers are flush with the ground, allowing the slopes and trees, rather
than vertical gravestones, to visually dominate the landscape.

Six Moon Hill, a residential subdivision designed in the 1950s by The
Architects’ Collaborative in the International style, is known as the first
Modernist neighborhood in America.

Romanesque Revival, Colonial Revival and Shingle styles.
Examples include the Abram Washburn House (36 Forest Street,
ca. 1886, Stick), the Ralph Leslie Stevens House (7 Bennington
Road, 1896, Shingle), the George Russell House (25 Adams
Street, 1905, Colonial Revival), and Edmund Kingsland Houghton
House (16 Oakland Street, 1888, Queen Anne). South of
Massachusetts Avenue and around the town center
neighborhoods developed with architect-designed homes, many
of which remain today. Examples of institutional buildings from
this period include the Munroe School (1904), Adams School
(1912), Episcopal Church of the Redeemer (1886) and Hancock

United Church of Christ (1892). The Hancock School (1891, 33
Forest Street) exemplifies the Romanesque Revival style
expressed in an institutional building. In 1900, the bronze Minute
Man Statue, created by sculptor Henry H. Kitson was erected on
the Battle Green to honor the eight Lexington Minute Men who
lost their lives on April 19, 1775.

EARLY MODERN & MODERN PERIODS (1915-TODAY)
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Residential development slowly replaced agriculture as the
dominate land use after 1915, as Lexington grew as a major
Boston suburb. The Concord Turnpike (Route 2) was re-routed
in 1930 to bypass Lexington center, and in 1950, Route 128 was
built along the town’s western edge. Housing expanded
southward across Route 2, and industrial activity emerged west
of 128, particularly with the establishment of the Hanscom Air
Force Base in 1950. Lexington Center remained the primary
commercial hub of the town.
Residential buildings reflected the Craftsman, Colonial Revival,
Eclectic, Tudor, Dutch Colonial, and Cape Cod styles, particularly
in the north and south parts of town. Examples include the
George Vickery House (67 Lowell Street, 1921, Craftsman), 42
Bertwell Road (ca. 1924, Dutch Colonial), Journey’s End (110
Shade Street, 1937, Spanish Colonial/Eclectic), the Ludwig
Hedberg House (11 Taft Avenue, 1933-1937, Tudor), and 10 Paul
Revere Road (Cape Cod). In the mid-1900s, Lexington became a
leader in the development of mid-century Modern
neighborhoods led by The Architects’ Collaborative, Walter
Pierce, and others. Significant among these neighborhoods are
Turning Mill, Shaker Glen, Six Moon Hill, Five Fields and Peacock
Farm. In 1921, Westview Cemetery was established near the
Lexington-Bedford line, a 42-acre town-owned property
designed in the Memorial Park style.
By the late 20th century, Lexington’s population exceeded 30,000
and the town had continued to evolve into a largely residential
suburb, with small commercial nodes spread along main roads
and a biotechnology corridor along Hartwell Avenue at the
western edge. Many small historic homes were demolished and
replaced by large “McMansion” style structures, altering the
scale and character of residential neighborhoods.

PAST EFFORTS TO PRESERVE HISTORIC AND
CULTURAL RESOURCES
NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARKS
Over 2,600 resources across the U.S. have been designated as
National Historic Landmarks by the National Park Service since
the program’s inception in 1960. These include historic buildings,
sites, structures, objects, and districts that represent outstanding
aspects of American history and culture. One hundred and
ninety such designations honor Massachusetts resources, and
Lexington maintains three such designated properties, each
associated with events surrounding the Revolutionary War:
•

Lexington Common (“Battle Green”), designated in 1961,
site of the opening skirmish of the war, on April 19, 1775;

•

Buckman Tavern (1710), designated in 1966, the mustering
site of local militiamen mustered prior to the April 19, 1775
Battles of Lexington and Concord; and

•

Hancock-Clarke House (1737), designated in 1971, the
boyhood home of John Hancock, where Hancock and
Samuel Adams hid from the British the outbreak of the
war.

The Minute Man National Historical Park, located in both
Lexington, Concord and Lincoln and managed by the National
Park Service, has also been designated as a National Historic
Landmark.
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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
Lexington has secured National Register listing for thirteen
individual properties and six districts. Individual properties are:
•

•

•

•

Buckman Tavern (1710), 1 Bedford Street (listed 10-151966)
General Samuel Chandler House (1846), 8 Goodwin Road
(listed 04-13-1977)
Follen Community Church (1840), 755 Massachusetts
Avenue (listed 04-30-1976)
Franklin School (1931), 7 Stedman Road (listed 09-252009)

•

Garrity House (ca.1830), 9 Hancock Street (listed 10-151966)

•

Hancock-Clarke House (1737), 36 Hancock Street (listed
07-17-1971)

•

•

Warren E. Sherburne House (1894), 11 Percy Road (listed
12-02-1977)

•

Simonds Tavern, (ca. 1795), 331 Bedford Street (listed 1014-1976)

•

The Stone Building (1833), 735 Massachusetts Avenue
(listed 04-30-1976)

•

U.S. Post Office (1936), 1661 Massachusetts Avenue (listed
06-26-1986)

Note that several of the individually-listed properties are also part
of districts.
The National Register Districts include:
•

Lexington (“Battle”) Green Historic District, 150 properties
roughly bounded by Worthen Road, the B & M railroad,
Woburn Street, Hastings Road, and Massachusetts
Avenue (listed 04-30-1966; also listed as an LHD 06-111956)

Hancock School (1891), 33 Forest Street (listed 08-221975)

•

Buckman Tavern Historic District, 5 properties on Bedford
Street (listed 04-13-1976)

•

John Mason House (ca. 1715), 1303 Massachusetts Avenue
(listed 03-09-1990)

•

•

M.H. Merriam & Co. (ca. 1920). 7-9 Oakland Street (listed
02-18-2009)

Sanderson House-Munroe Tavern Historic District, two
properties located at 1314 and 1332 Massachusetts
Avenue (listed 04-26-1976)

•

Peacock Farm Historic District, a 45-acre subdivision
designed by architect Walter Pierce (listed 11-21-2012)
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Lexington’s four Local Historic Districts extend along Massachusetts Avenue in a contiguous arrangement. The Monroe Tavern District, located in the
middle, is the largest, containing 250 properties. (Source: Lexington Historic Districts Commission Guidelines)
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•

Mid-Century Modern Homes of Lexington (listed 11-212012)

•

Six Moon Hill Historic District, a 20-acre, 20 parcel
subdivision regarded as the first Modernist neighborhood
in America, with homes designed by The Architects
Collaborative (listed 1-19-2016)

Lexington’s historic resources are also part of the Metropolitan
State Hospital Multiple Property Submission (with Belmont and
Waltham, 1994), and the Minute Man National Historical Park,
Battle Road Unit (with Concord and Lincoln, 1966 and 2002).

LOCAL HISTORIC DISTRICTS
Lexington has established four Local Historic Districts under the
provisions of M. G. L. Chapter 447, Acts of 1956, “An Act
Establishing an Historic Districts Commission for the Town of
Lexington and Defining its Powers and Duties and Establishing
Historic Districts in the Town of Lexington.”2 They include:
•

Battle Green Local Historic District, 150 properties roughly
bounded by Worthen Road, the Minuteman Bikeway
(former B & M railroad), Woburn Street, Hastings Road,
and Massachusetts Avenue (listed 06-11-1956)

•

East Village Local Historic District, 120 properties roughly
bounded by Massachusetts Avenue, Marrett Road, and
Hillside Avenue (listed 03-23-1966)

•

Hancock-Clarke Local Historic District, 50 properties
roughly bounded by the Minuteman Bikeway, Brigham
Road and Hancock Street (listed 06-11-1956)

•

Munroe Tavern Local Historic District, 250 properties
roughly bounded by Marrett Road, Massachusetts
Avenue and Winthrop (listed 06-11-1956)

Changes proposed to properties in these districts are reviewed
by Lexington’s Historic Districts Commission, described later in
this chapter.

NEIGHBORHOOD CONSERVATION DISTRICTS
Adopted in 2016, Lexington’s Neighborhood Conservation
District Bylaw (Chapter 78) aims to preserve and protect the
unique and distinctive neighborhoods and areas which
contribute significantly to the overall character and identity of the
town. The designation is less restrictive than a Local Historic
District and is appropriate for neighborhoods where more design
flexibility is needed. In 2018, two Lexington neighborhoods
received this designation:

2

Unlike most towns in Massachusetts, Lexington’s Historic Districts
Commission and Local Historic Districts were not formed under M. G. L.
Chapter 40C.
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•

Pierce-Lockwood (also referred to as Byron/Lockwood), 15
homes, bounded by Massachusetts Avenue, Tower Park,
the Minuteman Bikeway and Maple Street, many of which
were part of the Pierce-Lockwood Estate, which was
subdivided in 1928; and

•

Turning Mill, 113 homes on Demar Road, Dewey Road,
Gould Road, Grimes Road, Jeffrey Terrace, Mountain
Road, Partridge Road, and Turning Mill Road built in the
1950s and 1960s.

Individual self-regulated Neighborhood Conservation District
Commissions (discussed later in this chapter) oversee each
district and determine the extent to which alterations to homes in
the district are reviewed.

COMPREHENSIVE CULTURAL RESOURCES INVENTORY
Initiated in the 1980s and maintained by the Lexington Historical
Commission, this database provides a comprehensive picture of
the entirety of Lexington’s development history, from isolated
farm town, Revolutionary War birthplace, and railroad suburb, up
through the late 20th century. It encompasses all aspects of the
town’s history, including newer and older buildings, buildings in
better and worse condition, vernacular buildings as well as
exceptional ones.

DEMOLITION DELAY BYLAW
Adopted in 1986 and administered by the Lexington Historical
Commission (discussed below), this bylaw allows for a twelvemonth delay to be placed on historic properties proposed for

demolition or radical alteration, tantamount to demolition. The
delay allows time for the property-owner and town to seek
alternatives to building loss, such as a new use, a new owner, or
a new site for the building. Losses have included historic houses
at 16 Adams Street, 137 Grant Street, 11 Vine Street, and 311
Concord Avenue.

DEMOLITION BY NEGLECT REGULATION
Adopted by Lexington Town Meeting in 2007, this regulation is
aimed at preventing properties in the Comprehensive Cultural
Resources Inventory or within Local Historic Districts from
deteriorating due to lack of maintenance. Neglect includes
allowing weather, rodents, and vandals to penetrate open or
broken windows and other openings for weeks, months, or years,
until the building is no longer inhabitable. The Historical
Commission, or Historic Districts Commission, as applicable.

PRESERVATION RESTRICTIONS
Property owners may voluntarily place a permanent preservation
restriction on their deed to protect the property’s significant
historic features from alteration or destruction by future owners.
To date, preservation restrictions have been placed on nine
historic properties. Each restriction is held by a distinct entity,
including the town, the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
(Massachusetts Historical Commission), and the Lexington
Historical Society.

COMMUNITY PRESERVATION ACT (CPA)

Historic & Cultural Resources - 11

LEXINGTON COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE INVENTORY:
HISTORIC AND CULTURAL RESOURCES
This statute, signed into law by the Governor of Massachusetts in
2000, permits municipalities across the Commonwealth to place
a surcharge on local real estate tax to fund eligible and worthy
projects in areas of community housing, historic resources, open
space and recreation. Lexington residents voted to adopt the
CPA in 2006 with the maximum surcharge allowed, 3%.3 Local
funds are then matched by the State with revenues derived from
registry fees. This has enabled the town to finance $82,960,9774
worth of projects in all categories, with $33,812,301, or 40.8%,
devoted to historic preservation. Implementation of the act is
overseen by the nine-member Community Preservation
Committee, comprised of the following: three Select Board
appointees; one Conservation Commission appointee; one
Planning Board appointee; one Recreation Committee appointee;
one Lexington Historical Commission appointee; one Lexington
Housing Authority appointee; and one Lexington Housing
Partnership appointee.
Shortly after adopting the CPA, the town began writing yearly
needs assessment reports to help guide the CPC’s decisionmaking process. The most recent of these, Town of Lexington
2020 Community Preservation Plan: A Needs Assessment,
identified the following goals for historic resource preservation:
•

•

Protect, preserve, enhance, restore and/or rehabilitate
town-owned properties, features or resources of historical
significance;

•

Protect, preserve, enhance, restore and/or rehabilitate
the historical function of a property or site;

•

Support the adaptive reuse of historic properties;

•

Affect a site within a Lexington Historic District, on a
State or National Historic Register, or eligible for
placement on such registers, or on the Lexington
Historical Commission’s Cultural Resources Inventory;

•

Demonstrate a specific public benefit; and/or
provide permanent protection for maintaining a historic
resource.

TOWN-OWNED HISTORIC BUILDINGS
In addition to the privately-owned historic resources in
Lexington, the town itself owns and maintains several historic
buildings:

Protect, preserve, enhance, restore and/or rehabilitate
historic, cultural, architectural or archaeological
resources of significance, especially those that are
threatened;

•

Cary Memorial Library, established in 1868, replaced the
1827 Juvenile Library, the first publicly supported library in
Massachusetts. The existing building, dedicated in 1906
and expanded in 2004, includes 250,000 volumes, a

3

Lexington’s CPA exempts the first $100,000 of home value from the
surcharge and grants a total exemption from the surcharge to lower
income residents.

4

Total includes administrative costs and excludes debt appropriations.
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substantial collection of paintings, and an array of other
materials relating to Lexington history.
•

•

•

•

Civic Complex, built in 1924, houses the police station,
town offices, and Cary Memorial Hall, a performance
venue offering year-round musical programming and
popular events in its large auditorium and smaller recital
hall.

Lexington Common Tomb, located the Lexington
Common, holding the remains of seven soldiers killed on
the Lexington Green on April 19, 1775;

•

Robbins Cemetery, established in 1792 on Massachusetts
Avenue ;

•

Munroe Cemetery, established in 1831 on Massachusetts
Avenue; and

•

Westview Cemetery, established in 1921 on Bedford Street,
Lexington’s largest and only active place of interment.

Ellen Stone Building, built in 1833 as a lyceum, is currently
unoccupied.
Hosmer House, built in ca. 1845, was used for many years
as a school administration building and is also currently
unoccupied.
Munroe Center for the Arts, built in 1904 as the Munroe
School, provides art and music instruction to residents of
all ages.

The maintenance of these structures, combined with needs for
updating to meet contemporary building codes and accessibility
requirements, present financial challenges to the town.

TOWN-OWNED BURYING GROUNDS AND CEMETERIES
Lexington owns and maintains five historic cemeteries and
burying grounds and one tomb, each contributing to the cultural
history of the town:
•

•

For additional information about management of these sites,
including capacity of the Westview Cemetery, refer to the Public
Facilities and Services chapter of the inventory.

BATTLE ROAD SCENIC BYWAY
Lexington is one of four towns that lie along the path of the
British Regulars (foot soldiers) during the battles that marked the
start of the American Revolution on April 19, 1775. Known as the
“Battle Road,” the byway extends approximately fifteen miles of
roads in the communities of Arlington, Lexington, Lincoln, and
Concord, and includes part of the Minute Man National Historical
Park. The Battle Road Scenic Byway Committee, consisting of
representatives from each of the towns, coordinates interpretive
programming and events related to Battle Road history.

Old Burying Ground, established in 1690 on Harrington
Road;
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TOWN DEPARTMENTS, COMMITTEES, AND OTHER
EXISTING HISTORICAL AND CULTURAL
ORGANIZATIONS

TOWN DEPARTMENTS
Lexington Town Archivist (Town Clerk’s Office). Working under
the direction of the Town Clerk, the Town Archivist arranges,
describes, preserves and provides access to Lexington’s public
records, and assists other departments with records
management.
Cary Memorial Library. Lexington’s public library serves as a
lending organization, but also provides many programs relating
to literacy, history, and the arts, and maintains the Worthen
Collection, a significant local history resource. Through
Art@Cary, the library exhibits its own significant collection of
paintings, and showcases the work of local artists in its three
gallery spaces suitable for two-dimensional work. It maintains
several book clubs and in collaboration with the non-profit
Friends of Cary Library offers adult learning programs. For more
detailed information about the Cary Library’s facilities and longterm plans, refer to the Public Facilities and Services chapter of
this Lexington Comprehensive Plan Update Inventory.

TOWN COMMITTEES & COMMISSIONS
Lexington Historical Commission. Established in 1975, this fivemember commission oversees stewardship of the town’s historic
buildings and landscapes. Members are appointed by the Town
Manager with Select Board approval. In addition to guiding

overall preservation planning efforts, the commission designates
properties for inclusion in the Comprehensive Cultural Resources
Survey (the “Inventory”) and administers the Demolition Delay
Bylaw (discussed earlier in this chapter). The commission
maintains a comprehensive website (part of the town website)
that provides information about the history of Lexington, access
to the inventory, and resources for property owners.
Lexington Historic Districts Commission. Established in 1956,
this commission consists of five full members and four alternates
appointed by the Select Board from nominees submitted by the
Lexington Historical Society, the Trustees of Cary Memorial
Library, the Lexington Chamber of Commerce and at large.
Members review proposed alterations to properties in the four
Local Historic Districts described earlier in this chapter. Tasked
with reviewing exterior architectural changes, the commission
awards or denies “Certificates of Appropriateness.” To assist
property owners in making historically sensitive changes, the
commission has developed guidelines, based on the U. S.
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic
Properties.
Design Advisory Committee. Established in 1986 and appointed
by the Select Board, this nine-member committee (with eight
alternates) provides professional guidance on town-funded
projects, town buildings, facilities, lands, parks and public areas.
It also may review and comment on proposals by private sector
firms where a town interest is involved.
Lexington Council for the Arts. The Lexington Council for the
Arts is part of a network of locally based re-granting entities
funded by the Massachusetts Cultural Council, a state agency.
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Lexington, assesses their condition, and recommends an annual
maintenance and restoration plan. The committee also identifies
the need and reviews requests for new public memorials and
recommends locations and designs.
Other Committees. For information about the following
committees, refer to the committee descriptions found earlier in
this chapter:
•
•
•

Neighborhood Conservation District Committees.
Community Preservation Committee.
Battle Road Scenic Byway Committee.

OTHER HISTORIC AND CULTURAL ORGANIZATIONS
The Lexington Historical Society, located in the 1846 train Depot,
maintains an archives and hosts educational programs relating the
town’s centuries-long history.

Lexington’s council promotes and supports cultural activities in
the town with awards to individuals, schools, and organizations,
with the goal of supporting visual and performing arts disciplines
and education activities within each annual grant cycle. It may
also undertake projects intended to further the appreciation and
support of the arts in Lexington. Grants do not exceed $500 per
applicant, and are reviewed and awarded by the council’s eleven
Select Board-appointed members.
Monuments & Memorials Committee. This nine-member
committee, appointed by the Select Board, develops and
publishes an inventory of existing public and private memorials in

Minute Man National Historical Park. Established in 1959 and
located in Lexington as well as Lincoln and Concord, this 1.2-mile
linear park managed by the U. S. Secretary of the Interior,
National Park Service, commemorates the opening battle of the
American Revolution in 1775. Resources in Lexington that
contribute to the park include Fiske Hill, the Jacob Whittemore
House, and the site of “Parker’s Revenge,” the second skirmish
April 19, 1775 fought in Lexington.
Scottish Rite Masonic Museum and Library. This private
institution located on Marrett Road was founded and is
supported by the Scottish Rite Freemasons. Its resources and
programs revolve around Masonic archives and activities.
Lexington Historical Society. A private, member-based
organization, the historical society owns and manages the
Hancock-Clarke House, Munroe Tavern and its headquarters, the
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1846 Lexington Depot, as well as the Buckman Tavern under a
long-term lease from the town. It maintains an archive, issues
publications, and hosts educational programs relating to
Lexington’s history.
Other Cultural Organizations. In addition to the municipally
based departments and committees, Lexington is home to many
cultural organizations that add to residents’ quality of life. These
include:
•

Lexington Arts & Crafts Society, a non-profit collaborative
established in 1935 that “supports, encourages and
inspires artisans” and “promotes art in the community by
providing studio space, gallery shows, classes and
workshops” from its home at 130 Waltham Street.5

•

Lexington Symphony, a professional orchestra of
accomplished musicians performing in the grand
auditorium of the Cary Memorial Hall (described above).

•

Lexington Field and Garden Club, Inc., established in 1876,
providing educational, social, and community
improvement opportunities through lectures, workshops,
field trips, and projects focused on horticulture and
landscaping.

•

5

Lexington Minute Men, a group of individuals dedicated to
honoring those Patriots who have defended of America's
freedom. The organization researches and documents the
men who were on the Green on April 19, 1775 to assure
historical accuracy. Each year, on Patriots’ Day (third

Monday in April), members perform reenactments of the
battles of Lexington and Concord and participate in
commemorative ceremonies both in and outside
Lexington.
•

Lexington Discovery Day, Lexington’s “town day,” an
annual tradition sponsored by the Lexington Chamber of
Commerce held each May featuring a street fair with
food, music, dancing, and activities for children.

•

Associated Black
“We fought on the Lexington Green
Citizens of Lexington, a
and have continued to contribute to
non-profit organization
the rich history of Lexington and
that serves as a
the Commonwealth.”
repository for the history
of Black residents in
-Associated Black Citizens,
Lexington. The group’s
of Lexington
members record and
preserve Black history
and develop programs to share with the community.

•

Indian Americans of Lexington, a volunteer civic
organization that celebrates and shares the diverse
Indian culture, heritage and values through social, multicultural, educational, town/civic and charitable activities
through collaborative events.

•

Chinese Americans of Lexington (CALex), a nonprofit,
organization that promotes participation in public
services including education, culture, and other

www.lexart.com
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were added to the Inventory, as well as six new Area
Forms.

town/community affairs; promotes civic engagement; and
helps address concerns from Chinese American
community.
•
•

Korean-American Organization of Lexington (KOLex), a
resource for residents that supports the Korean
community and works with local officials and other town
residents to find ways Korean residents can benefit
Lexington.

•

JP Lex (Japanese Support Group of Lexington), a group
that provides information, assistance, and social
opportunities to enhance the quality of life of its
members.

ISSUES, CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES

2003 COMPREHENSIVE PLAN IMPLEMENTATION
•

Over $33,000,000 awarded through Lexington’s
Community Preservation Act provided funding for
expanded preservation activities.

Lexington Town Meeting enabled Neighborhood
Conservation Districts in 2016. As a result, two such
districts, Turning Mill and Pierce-Lockwood, were
established in 2018.

•

National Register of Historic Places nominations were
prepared for two districts, Peacock Farm and Six Moon
Hill.

•

Lexington’s Comprehensive Cultural Resources Inventory
was reviewed and 123 new properties in the Merriam Hill
area were researched and documented for inclusion in
the inventory. In addition, two-three individual properties

•

Unique, small historic features that contribute to
preserving the overall historic quality of the town are
being lost and new modern features, such as large
tourist-oriented signs, have been added.

•

Vacant town-owned buildings are languishing, most
notably the 1833 Ellen Stone Building and the ca. 1845
Hosmer House. The Stone Building, in particular, is
secure, but will require a significant public investment to
make the building accessible and safe for public use.

•

The town has not established priorities for regulating
alterations to inventoried properties, and because of this,
pre-1800 buildings often take a back seat to those
constructed after WWII.
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•

•

Existing town
regulations, notably
the Demolition Delay
Bylaw, do not
adequately address
the frequency of
demolition of historic
buildings to make way
for new construction.

“The rush to make modern and
improve shows a real disregard for

•

Lexington has not completed a town-wide,
comprehensive preservation plan to help establish overall
preservation needs, establish priorities, and identify tools
for addressing those needs. Such a plan could assess the
effectiveness of Lexington’s existing bylaws (including
Demolition Delay) in preserving historic properties;
review the processes by which preservation decisions are
made; and identify additional National Register and/or
Local Historic Districts.

•

A balance needs to be established between widening of
roads with protection of historic shade trees and stone
walls. Opportunity exists to develop a scenic roads bylaw
to protect these resources.

•

Opportunity exists to preserve historic properties through
preservation easements and/or single property historic
districts, as an alternative to inclusion in a Local Historic
District.

the small, intimate features that
make Lexington unique.”
-Susan Bennett,
Former Director,
Lexington Historical Society

The large scale of many replacement structures detracts
from the neighborhoods in which they have been built. In
2016, the Planning Board proposed regulations that
would address out-of-scale buildings, but Town Meeting
rejected the proposal.

•

A tension exists over the appropriate reuse of historic
buildings; historic buildings are often perceived as
unsuitable for housing or too difficult to retrofit for this
purpose.

•

Many homeowners lack awareness or appreciation of
their homes’ historic and architectural significance,
leading to permanent loss of interior and exterior historic
features. This is due, in part, to the turnover in
homeownership in the last eighteen years.

•

Many buyers and brokers are not aware that properties
are part of the inventory, are on the National Register, or
are part of a Local Historic District. As a result, buyers
are often not familiar with a property’s historical and/or
architectural significance and this significance is not
considered in the buying process.
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