Mass Cultural Council approves Lexington Cultural District Designation

-March 22,2023

Today during the 158" business meeting of the Mass Cultural Council, two new state-
designated cultural districts were approved in the communities of Cummington and
Lexington. This action increases the total number of state-designated cultural districts in
the Commonwealth to 55.

“Today we celebrate and recognize culture and creativity in two very different
Massachusetts communities, Cummington and Lexington,” said Michael J. Bobbitt,
Executive Director, Mass Cultural Council. “Whether creative individuals are visiting
while seeking inspiration from the natural beauty of a rural landscape or students and
families are reflecting upon key points in our nation’s history at the very spots made
famous during the American Revolution, the Cummington and Lexington Cultural
Districts will boost the creative and cultural economies of their host towns by driving
tourism and offering programming — and we are thrilled to welcome them to the
Massachusetts Cultural Districts Initiative!”

Mass Cultural Council, an independent state arts agency, is charged with bolstering the
Commonwealth’s creative and cultural sector. The Agency’s efforts advance economic
vitality, support transformational change, and celebrate, preserve, and inspire creativity
across all Massachusetts communities.

Established in 2011 by an act of the state Leqislature, the Cultural Districts

Initiative drives economic growth, strengthens the distinctive local character of
communities, and improves the quality of life for families across Massachusetts. By
supporting cultural and creative experiences, each of the Commonwealth’s 55 state-
designated cultural districts attract tourists and entrepreneurs, which helps cities and
towns develop their cultural sector and expand their tax base. Cultural districts are
located in communities of all sizes in every region of Massachusetts, and are easy to
navigate areas with a density of cultural facilities, activities, and assets. They act as
hubs of cultural, artistic, and economic activity, and offer a place-based identity to
collaborative community initiatives.

In January, Mass Cultural Council celebrated a record-high $750,000

investment supporting the cultural district network. Because of today’s Council action,
both the Cummington and Lexington Cultural Districts are eligible to receive $15,000
each to support activities and goals that encourage their development and success,
such as marketing and promotion, capacity building, artist or vendor fees, the
development or implementation of creative community placemaking, placekeeping, or
public art, collaborative cultural policy or strategic planning processes, or community-
engaged and informed data collection and/or reporting.


https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleII/Chapter10/Section58a
https://massculturalcouncil.org/communities/cultural-districts/
https://massculturalcouncil.org/communities/cultural-districts/
https://massculturalcouncil.org/communities/cultural-districts/designated-cultural-districts/
https://massculturalcouncil.org/communities/cultural-districts/designated-cultural-districts/
https://mailchi.mp/art/awarding_750000_to_cultural_districts?e=e6578d5c46
https://mailchi.mp/art/awarding_750000_to_cultural_districts?e=e6578d5c46
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Two hours east of Cummington is the historic community of Lexington, a suburban
community fifteen miles northwest of Boston. Easily accessible from multiple directions
via Routes 93, 95, 2, or 4, it is known for its rich colonial past and as a place where
“history and the present are intertwined.”

“This designation will only enhance our vibrant local economy,” said Jill Hai, Select
Board Chair, Town of Lexington. “It signifies a commitment from the Town to nurture our
community’s present and future arts and cultural initiatives and brings positive economic
benefit to our cultural institutions and local businesses.”

Lexington community leaders pursued this designation to encourage greater
collaboration among cultural organizations, expand the general awareness of the
Town’s cultural assets, and leverage creative and business resources to brand
Lexington as a cultural destination. The Lexington Cultural District will help nurture arts
and cultural initiatives and bring positive economic benefits to cultural institutions and
local businesses while supporting Lexington’s creative community in their ongoing
pursuit of partnerships and financial resources.

“A cultural district encourages greater collaboration among cultural organizations,
expands awareness of cultural assets, and leverages cultural and business resources to
brand Lexington as a cultural destination,” said Lexington Town Manager Jim Malloy.
“As we prepare to celebrate the 250" anniversary of the historic Battle of Lexington in
2025, this designation will help bolster the cultural and economic development of the
Town.”



The boundaries of the Lexington Cultural District include Mass Ave., from Hastings Park
to Pleasant Street. This stretch of Mass Ave. includes Lexington’s main street with
significant historical and cultural sites, restaurants, shops, and public spaces.
Altogether, it spans just over three miles.

The Town benefits from a mix of cultural and historical assets. It hosts four historic
districts, multiple sites of significance, and well-maintained and programmed cultural
facilities. Lexington shares the Minute Man National Park with Concord and Lincoln and
is a significant tourist attraction for visitors interested in the battles of the American
Revolution. The Town has a diverse cultural community of artists anchored by art
galleries, a cultural center, performance spaces, museums, and festivals.

Lexington has strong, well-maintained, and nationally recognized physical assets and
amenities that are a strong draw for local, national, and international tourists. Some of
its most unique assets include many National Historic Landmarks that have a
foundational place in the country’s colonial past. Battle Green and the surrounding area
are the sites of the first Revolutionary War battle and a tourist attraction with an
international appeal. The proximate Buckman Tavern, the Hancock-Clarke House, and
the many historic homes that abut the Battle Green create a picturesque feel for visitors
and define the Town’s character.

Additional historical and cultural assets are within walking distance or a short ride from
the Battle Green. Scottish Rite and Masonic Museum & Library is a unique cultural
center with distinctive exhibits and an auditorium. The Cary Library, a beautiful and well-
used facility, hosts and facilitates programming by many members of the Lexington
community. The Depot, an old train station, is now one of four buildings programmed by
the Lexington Historical Society, and Cary Hall is the site of civic and cultural
programming throughout the year.
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Detail of the map of Lexington Cultural District. Download complete map.

The Lexington Centre shops, restaurants, and well-designed town center create a
walkable and inviting commercial district, and the Town has many public parks, walking
trails, and the Minute Man Bike Trail. The parks have passive and active recreation
spaces, including performing areas and infrastructure to support programming.

‘I am really pleased that the Mass Cultural Council has approved the new Lexington
Cultural District, recognizing Lexington as one of the most culturally vibrant towns in
Greater Boston,” said State Senator Cindy F. Friedman (D-Arlington). “This district will
allow Lexington to receive additional state funding to advance and promote the arts and
cultural programming within the town and allow for more people to enjoy all that the
easily-accessible and historic Lexington has to offer.”

‘Il am beyond thrilled that Lexington has received this distinction. Centuries of history
and activism have made our community thrive, and becoming a state-designated
cultural district will allow us to share that vibrancy with more people. My aide and | were
happy to participate in the nomination process as it unfolded, and to see the Town
selected is greatly satisfying. This is the result of dozens of community members’ work


https://massculturalcouncil.org/documents/Lexington_Cultural_District_Map.pdf

in collaboration with the dedicated staff at the Mass Cultural Council. | applaud
everyone’s’ commitment to sharing our tremendous cultural assets with the broader
world,” said State Representative Michelle Ciccolo (D- Lexington).



